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Committees 
pass DUC fee, 
new programs 
Group surveys students on campus tobacco ban
DELAYNA EARLEY/HERALD
WKU’s Political Engagement Project group set up a booth outside of DUC on Wednes-
day afternoon to get students to fi ll out a survey regarding a tobacco ban on WKU’s 
campus.  They set up 44 tombstones and had a student dressed as a pack of ciga-
rettes to grab the attention of people walking by.
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The lawn in front of Downing Uni-
versity Center on Wednesday afternoon 
looked like it was decorated more for 
Halloween than for the second week of 
spring.
 A student was dressed as a carton of 
cigarettes, and 44 paper tombstones were 
set up in the space as part of a survey 
to gauge the student body’s opinion of a 
tobacco-free campus.
The survey, a capstone project for a 
group of political science seniors, asked 
questions such as whether or not partici-
pants used tobacco products and whether 
they support a campus-wide smoking ban. 
The Bowling Green Board of Commis-
sioners passed an ordinance regulating in-
door smoking in public places in late Jan-
uary. The ban goes into effect on April 28.
WKU’s University Senate passed a 
proposal to ban tobacco on campus last 
semester, and Staff Council has since 
voted down a smoke-free resolution.
The Student Government Association 
plans to discuss similar legislation and 
read a resolution by the end of the month.
Madisonville senior Jack Jackson, 
who was part of the group handing out 
surveys, said one goal of the project was 
to give SGA a look at how students feel.
“They have been pressured to get 
some sort of legislation, and we’re just 
helping them,” he said.
President Gary Ransdell has said he 
won’t support a smoke-free campus un-
til WKU’s three governing bodies pass a 
resolution.
Kaylee Egerer, chair of the SGA’s 
campus improvements committee, said 
nothing has been drafted yet because the 
SGA doesn’t know what side to take.
By JOANNA WILLIAMS
news@chherald.com
SEE TOBACCO, PAGE 3
As part of WKU’s transition to handling fi nancial 
matters in paperless fashion, student employees will 
soon receive their paychecks via direct deposit.
Currently, students get refunds from the univer-
sity through their Higher One accounts. Beginning 
on April 22, more payroll options — all paperless 
— will be available to student employees through 
the same account, according to an email from the 
payroll department.
WKU’s partnership with Higher One’s OneDis-
burse Payroll will provide students with electronic 
choices for payroll. These choices include direct 
deposit to their OneAccount or ACH transfer to an 
existing bank account. 
Chief Financial Offi cer Jim Cummings said 
paper checks will no longer be provided. But now 
students will be able to utilize OneDisburse Payroll 
options as with their OneAccount.
By CAITLIN CARTER
news@chherald.com
The Board of Regents’ committees convened 
Wednesday and approved all action items on the agen-
das.
The committees also further discussed information 
items, such as the $2.3 million budget reduction WKU 
now faces and the passage of Senate Bill 130, allowing 
the creation of the physical therapy doctoral program.
The Board of Regents has its second meeting of the 
year on April 29.
Mandatory student fee for DUC 
renovation approved
Effective fall 2011, full-time students will pay an 
extra $70 fee per semester to fund renovations made to 
Downing University Center until the full amount of the 
debt has been paid.
With the renovation project cost estimated at 
$49,129,000, the university plans to sell bonds in con-
junction with enacting the fee to retire the project’s 
debt in 20 years.
By CAITLIN CARTER
news@chherald.com




Bowling Green freshman Allie Steen, who 
drives a gas-guzzling white Hummer H3, has 
been getting hit hard by high gas prices.
Her car gets about 13 miles per gallon. 
“It’s really inconvenient because I don’t drive 
as much,” Steen said. “I have to cut down on my 
trips back home and make sure I have everything 
with me.”
But Steen isn’t the only student who is con-
sidering other ideas and sacrifi ces to save money 
on gas.
The cost of crude oil drives the price of gaso-
line, said Scott Lasley, associate political science 
professor.
“Any time there is uncertainty in the Middle 
East, it will generally lead to higher gas prices,” 
he said. “There’s almost a direct correlation with 
what goes on there and what we put in our tanks.”
As of Thursday afternoon, regular gasoline 
prices across the U.S. hovered at about $3.60 per 
gallon, as compared to about $2.82 per gallon 
last year, according to gasbuddy.com, which lists 
local gas prices for each state. 
Russellville senior Kenneth Williams com-
mutes from Russellville to Bowling Green to 
work at Chick-fi l-A and go to school, he said.
“I spend all my time and money on gas and 
driving,” he said.
Williams sacrifi ces time with friends in cities 
such as Nashville because he doesn’t have the 
extra money for gas, he said.
“I can really tell a difference between what I 
used to spend and what I spend now,” Williams 
said.
He drives his Honda Civic 30 to 35 miles ev-
ery time he attends class or goes to work, he said.
Gas prices force students to sacrifi ce  
By SPENCER JENKINS
news@chherald.com
SEE GAS PRICES, PAGE 3
JERRY ENGLEHART JR./HERALD
London senior Haley Schenkenfelder pays for gas at Junior’s gas station on Thursday afternoon. Schenkenfelder pays about $40 
a week for gas. “Even though my parents help pay for gas, I could use the extra money for food,” she said.
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The Division of Student Affairs would 
like to Extend Congratulations to the 
Following Persons for their Selection and 
Participation in the New Member Intake 




■ Stephanie J. Johnson, Pearce-Ford 
Tower, reported Tuesday that her back-
pack and its contents were stolen from 
a table in the Downing University Center 
food court. The value of the theft was 
$610.
Arrests
■ Kortez Ivory, Bowling Green, was 
arrested Thursday after a traffi  c stop. Po-
lice discovered that he had an E-warrant 
from Christian County. He remains in the 
Warren County Regional Jail at this time. 
■ De’Lauren Pratt, Gilbert Hall, was ar-
rested on Wednesday for possession of 
marijuana and possession of drug para-
phernalia. She was released Thursday on 
a $2,040 cash bond. 
■ Michael Lewis, Keen Hall, was arrested 
on Wednesday for possession of mari-
juana and drug paraphernalia. He was 
released the same day on a court order.
■ Leonard Butler, Keen, was arrested on 
Wednesday for possession of marijuana. 
He was released the same day on a court 
order.  
Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box 
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips 
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.
“Students will have the same options of 
where they want to receive their paycheck, 
just as they do for their residual payment,” 
Cummings said.
Cummings said the method students 
choose to receive their paycheck can be dif-
ferent than the method they choose to receive 
their residual check.
“For example, many students may have 
their residual money going to a parent’s 
checking account but will opt to have their 
payroll payment going to their own,” Cum-
mings said. “It’s very fl exible.”
Since Higher One’s implementation, 
Cummings said he has heard many positive 
reviews of Higher One from students. He be-
lieves OneDisburse Payroll will also be well-
received.
“SGA and its representatives have been 
very supportive of this and have promoted 
this as well,” Cummings said.
Kevin Cruz, a sophomore from Miami, 
Fla., said that while some students may enjoy 
direct deposit, he doesn’t.
“I prefer picking my paycheck up by hand 
and knowing how much I have at that exact 
moment,” said Cruz, who works in the Mass 
Media and Technology computer lab.
He said the option to have the paycheck 
deposited in a different account than Higher 
One is a good feature. But Cruz doesn’t like 
taking an extra step fi lling out paperwork.
“It’s just extra hassle,” he said.
Aaron Poach, campus relations coordi-
nator for Higher One, said numerous uni-
versities that are partnered with Higher One 
have begun utilizing OneDisburse Payroll 
recently.
He said the option is available to any uni-
versity affi liated with the company.
While students that utilize the option have 
been very happy with the results of OneDis-
burse Payroll, Poach said that the universities 
are also reaping benefi ts.
“It is a seamless and faster and safer trans-
action for students,” Poach said. “But it also 




"After class" is a weekly photo essay that shows a side 
of professors that students might not normally see. 
RYAN STONE/HERALD
afterclass
Folklore instructor Barry Kaufkins started playing poker 
in 2008. He said he started playing on a summer night in a 
garage with family. They pulled the cars out of the garage 
and played in the car headlights. 
His fi rst night, he didn’t have a clue how to play, yet still 
won that night. 
“I didn't know a straight from a fl ush,” he said. 
Since then, Kaufkins has picked up playing online and in 
person on a regular basis. 
“I certainly have my share of bad runs, but overall, it’s 
been a profi table enterprise,” he said. 
Playing online allows him to play multiple tables, but he 
said he enjoys playing in person since it’s more personal. 
Some games can go well past midnight. 
University still on track to 
reach capital campaign goal
Since the regents last met in Janu-
ary, almost another $1 million has been 
raised in WKU’s current capital cam-
paign, “A New Century of Spirit.”
The $200 million campaign, which is 
set to end in 2012, is about $25 million 
in donations away from being finished.
Once this campaign is completed, 
the university will soon implement an-
other, President Gary Ransdell said in 
January.
“We’ll complete this campaign by 
June 30, 2012 and knock the socks off 
this goal,” Ransdell said. “In a matter 
of three or four years, we’ll catch our 
breath and begin planning for the next 
one, which will be significantly larger. 
That’s just the world in which we live, 
and Kathryn (Costello, vice president 
for Development and Alumni Relations) 
will set the stage for us very well.”
New degrees, certifi cates 
approved by regents
At the Academic Affairs committee 
meeting, fi ve new degree programs and 
undergraduate certifi cates were approved.
The programs approved on Wednes-
day included a master of arts in teach-
ing, master of arts in social responsibil-
ity and sustainable communities, and 
a bachelor of science in mathematical 
Economics.
English professor Jane Olmsted said 
the master of arts in social responsibil-
ity and sustainable communities will be 
unlike any other degree now offered at 
WKU.
WKU now only offers a sustainabil-
ity minor within the geography depart-
ment, which is more science-oriented, 
she said.
In this degree program, Olmsted 
said students will examine more practi-
cal means of applying sustainability to 
communities around the world.
The certificates approved include an 
undergraduate certificate in computer 
literacy and an undergraduate certifi-
cate in information systems.
All of the programs will be imple-
mented in fall 2011 if approved by the 
full board later this month.
Enrollment
On Wednesday, Registrar Frieda 
Eggleton released WKU’s final enroll-
ment numbers for spring 2011.
With 19,490 students currently en-
rolled, the university gained 34 students 
compared to spring 2010.
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The Gordon Ford College 
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accredited – making your 
degree worth more. Can’t go fulltime?
Don’t have a business degree? 
Talisman 2012 Editor
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A 93,600-pound natural gas boiler was 
installed at the WKU Central Heat Plant 
on Tuesday morning.
The 27-foot long boiler was transport-
ed using a special heavy haul truck.
Dale Dyer, plant operations manager 
for Facilities Management, said the boiler 
installation went well.
“Western Crane helped get it in, and 
they ended up with fi ve inches worth of 
additional space,” he said. “It was a pret-
ty talented crew that set it in there.”
Dyer said the new boiler eliminates 
the need for WKU to operate coal boilers.
“We now have the ability to use 100 
percent natural gas,” he said. “It reduces 
greenhouse gases and provides a clean 
environment in and around the Central 
Heat Plant.”
The new boiler is also 25 percent more 
effi cient than the old coal boilers.
Dyer said the boiler was totally self-
funded. He said over the past couple 
years, money has been saved through 
good energy management practices and 
conservation efforts. These uncommitted 
funds were reinvested into the new boiler.
Music Hall
Bryan Russell, director of Planning, 
Design and Construction, said the con-
struction of the new music hall behind 
the fi ne arts center is coming along as 
scheduled.
Russell said the project should be 
completed by December of this year. A 
parking lot, called Virginia Garrett Loop, 
will also be put in by the new building.
The three-story building will include 
two multi-story rehearsal spaces, faculty 
and graduate assistant offi ces, three per-
formance music libraries and storage ar-
eas.
Tailgating
Associate Athletics Director Craig 
Biggs said a meeting next week will fo-
cus on planning new tailgating options 
for next year. Currently, the university is 
on the same plan as last year.
Parking structure
Russell said the parking structure in 
Block 12 — down the Hill from Van Me-
ter Hall — is scheduled to be completed 
by the end of June, and the accompany-
ing convenience store will come after 




Ogden dean entering 
transitional retirement, will 
be interim vice president 
Blaine Ferrell, dean of Ogden Col-
lege of Science & Engineering, will be 
entering transitional retirement at the 
end of December.
“I’ve been here 34 years, so I need 
a change and a challenge,” Ferrell said.
Gordon Baylis, vice president for 
Research, announced Ferrell’s retire-
ment at the academic forum last Friday.
“It will be a terrible loss to the insti-
tution,” Baylis said at the forum. “I’m 
hoping that Blaine will stay with us to 
guide us.”
Ferrell said he plans to stay with 
WKU in some way.
“I’m not going to just leave,” he 
said. “I’ll be doing some administrative 
work, and I’ll be doing some teaching.”
Ferrell said he's agreed to serve as 
interim associate vice president for Re-
search.
“We’ve had the Applied Research 
and Technology (Program) in Ogden 
College. It’s been very successful,” Fer-
rell said. “Now they want to take it to 
the university level.”
Baylis announced at the forum that 
the grant-support staff of the Applied 
Research and Technology Program will 
be merged with the Offi ce of Sponsored 
programs.
“The Applied Research and Tech-
nology Program is one of the fantastic 
success stories at WKU,” Baylis said. 





Construction notes: WKU 
installs natural gas boiler
“Nothing is going to hap-
pen,” Egerer said. “But we 
need to get student opinion 
so that if Staff Council does it 
again we have the info.”
Nashville senior Rachel 
King, a member of the po-
litical science capstone class, 
said her group was happy to 
have a good combination of 
smokers and nonsmokers 
who took the survey.
“We don’t want it to be 
slanted,” King said. “We 
want to get both sides so that 
SGA knows it’s a diverse 
group.”
Briana Campbell, a 
sophomore from Columbus, 
Tenn., said she supported a 
smoking ban.
“I’m in favor because 
I don’t like walking into 
people’s smoke,” she said. 
“People die from second-
hand smoke, and I don’t want 
to die because of someone 
else’s smoking.”
Hopkinsville junior Matt 
Sanchez said  he understands 
people being bothered by 
smokers on campus.
“It’s one of your natural 
rights to smoke outside, but if 
it bothers people, why not try 
to make others happy too?” 
Sanchez said.
Nancy senior B.J. Hardy 
said he supports having des-
ignated smoking areas, but 
he said they should be en-
forced more.
“I think that if we are a 
leading American university, 
then why are we being led by 
other universities?” he said.
TOBACCO
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
“It gets good gas mileage,” Williams 
said. “I used to not pay attention to the 
hike in gas prices.”
Now, Williams said he pays atten-
tion.
Elizabethtown junior Ethan Wil-
liams said the cost of gas burdens ev-
eryone.
“There’s a certain extent to how 
much you travel, and you have to pri-
oritize different things,” he said. “You 
have to make sacrifi ces, kind of.”
Williams goes home about every 
other weekend because of the cost of 
gas, and when he shops in Bowling 
Green, he tries to get everything in one 
trip, he said.
“I’ve sacrifi ced almost every aspect 
of spending money in general,” Wil-
liams said. “It limits you to what you 
can and cannot buy.”
Williams drives a sedan and tends to 
drive 10 to 15 mph slower on any given 
road, because that helps get more miles 
per gallon, he said.
Steen has to drive a lot to campus 
and work, she said.
“It’s inevitable for me to drive as 
much as I do, and it’s expensive, and I 
have to deal with it,” she said. “It’s get-
ting worse, and it’s making me want to 
reconsider my vehicle.”
Steen fi lls up at least once a week, 
and she said she only fi lls up when her 
Hummer is on empty.
Gas prices are never certain, Lasley 
said.
“My sense is that we will see the 
prices move around as long as there 
is uncertainty in the Middle East,” he 
said. “It is important to remember that 
we are heading into summer, where the 
demand for gas goes up, and the prices 




biking and GO BG Transit
Some students, including Eliza-
bethtown senior Nick Asher, don’t 
feel aff ected by gas prices.
“Any trip under two miles can 
be converted into a bike trip,” said 
Asher, who coordinates Big Red 
Bikes, a campus bike program that 
lends bikes to students, staff  and 
faculty for free. “I think we defi -
nitely have seen a huge infl ux in 
bike rentals in the past two weeks. 
I don’t know if it’s because of nicer 
weather or gas prices.”
When gas gets really high in the 
summer, there is a spike in bike 
rentals, he said.
Asher said it’s easy to consoli-
date trips by running all errands 
at one time, therefore avoiding 
multiple trips.
“Carpooling is extremely help-
ful,” he said. 
GO BG Transit provides alter-
native transportation to various 
locations including WKU’s campus 
and commercial areas in central 
Bowling Green, said Ken Merideth, 
public transit coordinator for GO 
BG Transit.
WKU students can purchase a 
GO BG Transit student pass for $10 
per semester, and if they buy pass-
es for both semesters, the passes 
include the summer, Merideth said. 
Anyone can pay $2 per ride. 




TOPS to the Herald being 
qualified to say “there’s 
an app for that.” Down-
load the free WKU Herald 
mobile app today.
TOPS to helpful informa-
tion at the Grad and Job 
fairs this week. Maybe 
May graduates will find 
jobs after all.
BOTTOMS to May gradu-
ates having to face reality 





BOTTOMS to SGA having 
to reschedule elections 
because they didn't 
reserve TopNet before 
picking out a date.
TOPS to Higher One going 
paperless. Now student 
employees can reduce 
their carbon footprint.
Circus coverage was lacking
Given all that has come to light re-
cently about the abysmal treatment of 
animals at the hands of the Ringling 
Bros. Circus, it’s odd that your March 
29 article “Lions, tigers and elephants in 
Diddle, oh my,” didn’t mention a single 
word about it. 
There are volumes of documentation 
available, including recent photographic 
evidence about Ringling in which baby 
elephants are ripped from their frantic 
mothers, tied down with ropes by all four 
legs, threatened with 
bull hooks and shocked with electric 
prods to break their spirits and make 
them perform tricks. Students can see the 
shocking photos at www.ringlingbeats-
animals.com.
Government reports detail the circus 
repeatedly being cited for failing to pro-
vide veterinary care, causing trauma and 
physical harm, unsafe handling of dan-
gerous animals, and failure to provide ad-
equate care in transit. 
Printing promotional pieces about the 
circus but failing to even mention this 
newsworthy issue is compromising stu-
dents’ right to know all sides of this con-
troversial issue.
Jennifer O'Connor
Staff Writer, PETA Foundation
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
BOTTOMS to the rain. 
This weather has been 
such a tease.
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*Denotes editorial board 
members. The Herald 
publishes on Tuesdays and 
Fridays during the school 
year. The fi rst copy is free 
and additional copies are 
50 cents each, available in 
the Student Publications 




The Herald encourages readers to 
write letters and commentaries on 
topics of public interest. Here are a 
few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 
words. Commentaries should be 
about 500 words and include a 
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't 
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and com-
mentaries MUST include your name, 
phone number, home town and 
classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edi-
tion due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to 
edit all letters for style, grammar, 
length and clarity. The Herald does 
NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received by 
7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
There’s a traditional idea of beauty 
in our world. But by now, we should all 
know that it’s good to break from tradi-
tions that hinder us.
Though the hip-hop music I love is 
littered with lyrics about a widespread 
standard of beauty — light skin, long 
hair, a sizable derierre — there are gems 
within the genre that examine beauty on 
more than a surface level and profess 
otherwise.
Wale often discusses beauty on his 
lesser known songs, from “Ambitious 
Girl,” on which he doesn’t mention a 
single physical trait of the woman he’s 
in love with, but states that her drive, 
dedication to her studies and acknowl-
edgement of her flaws captured his at-
traction. And on “Shades,” Wale reflects 
on his childhood self-esteem struggles 
that stemmed from his kinky hair, dark 
skin and being teased for having parents 
who were African immigrants.
On the chorus, before listing hues that 
range from pecan to licorice, Chrisette 
Michelle sings, “All my light-skinned 
girls, to my dark-skinned brothers, shade 
doesn’t matter — heart makes the lover.”
It blows my mind that these concepts 
of shade, which surfaced in the U.S. dur-













B e y o n d 
pigment, though, these songs made me 
think about beauty on all levels. And 
when you really think of all the peculiar 
things that make each of us shine, the 
thoughts can be overwhelming.
My best friend Khadija is a knockout. 
But her ability to completely lose her in-
hibitions and transform into an absolute 
goofball to make everyone laugh really 
makes her beautiful because it spreads 
happiness. My sorority sister, Rae, has a 
gorgeous smile and sought-after propor-
tions. But her heart — her sincere empa-
thy for others and generosity — make her 
more beautiful than all of her outward at-
tributes combined. And my uncle Al is 
a handsome guy. But his greatest beauty 
comes from his outgoing nature and de-
sire to reach out to anyone he meets.
My point is, though we all have phys-
ical things that make us stand out, our 
personalities and actions will determine 
our legacies. We should all view beauty 
not only as what is pleasing to the eye, 
but also as how one’s actions affect us 
positively. After all, beauty comes from 
confidence. If your inner beauty makes 
you act in ways that inspire or give joy 
to others, the feeling of confidence be-
comes contagious.
So stop dwelling on what someone 
else says is beautiful. Define your own 
perfection. Sure, I have insecurities as 
we all do, but I love my dimples, the 
way my top lip curls up and the shape 
of my legs. Mostly because I know none 
of those things look exactly like anyone 
else. I’ve accepted my imperfections so 
much so that I have a tattoo to remind 
me that my flaws are permanent, but as 
beautiful as the roses that surround the 
word “Imperfect.”
Do whatever it takes to bring your 
beauty to the surface. Make a date with a 
mirror to discover your hidden treasures. 
Dance around your room and appreciate 
how your body moves. Find your flaws, 







Discover your hidden treasures
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"Congress shall make no law 
... abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press ..."
FIRST AMENDMENT, U.S. CONSTITUTION
have an 
opinion?
Write a letter to the editor 
(250 words or less) or a 
commentary (500 words 
and a photo). E-mail them 
to opinion@chherald.com.
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Junior leads in her Army greens
WKU U is for Uniformed
A Zto Each Friday, the Herald brings you a profi le inspired by a letter of the alphabet.
Lying on the damp ground with 
wind blowing through her thin ROTC 
uniform, Henderson junior Jessica 
Howard waited for orders during a pa-
trol simulation exercise in the weekly 
ROTC lab. 
“Not many people get to experience 
this,” she said. “Not many get the op-
portunities and skills the military of-
fers. They try to put us in as real situa-
tions as possible.”
She stays alert throughout the two-
hour lab, even after beginning her 
morning with physical training at 6:25 
a.m. followed by a day of classes. 
Howard, who is currently serving as 
1st Lt. while a part of the ROTC’s two-
week leadership rota-
tion, begins the labs 
— practice sessions 
during which cadets 
learn practical skills 
such as battle drills 
— by greeting the 
cadets with “Good 
afternoon, Hilltop-
pers” and follows 
with announcements 
and role call. 
As the MS3 cadets 
(juniors) march to the track to begin 
drills, Howard leads them in cadences 
to help them keep time.
In her three years of ROTC, Howard 
has grown into leadership roles and is 
beginning to understand their practical 
applications. 
“In your college setting, you’re 
leading students in a close setting but 
in the active Army, you’re leading peo-
ple of all different walks of life, and 
you’re responsible for those lives — 
each individual soldier,” she said. 
Howard recently earned real-life 
experience in her leadership role when 
the ROTC traveled to Fort Campbell 
for a weekend trip from March 25-27. 
While doing practical work outdoors, 
it began to sleet on the squad Howard 
led, and she knew she would have to be 
an attentive leader. 
“When your soldiers are cold and 
wet and miserable, their morale can 
drop,” she said. “You have to set the 
example by keeping your attitude in 
check and let them relax. As the say-
ing goes, ‘Mission first, soldiers al-
ways.’ That is what I had in mind the 
whole weekend. In my position, I re-
ally learned to be resilient and roll with 
the punches.”
Greenville senior Gavin Hill, who 
runs the labs for MS3 cadets, says 
leadership abilities like Howard’s are 
important to the program.
“Essentially what ROTC does is we 
try to identify people who have the 
capacity to learn what we’re trying to 
teach them and who have the ability to 
get out in front and who aren’t scared 
to be leaders,” Hill said. 
Master Sgt. Mike Rosemore pushes 
the idea of leadership among his cadets.
“Every sort of leadership needs to 
have a defining moment,” he said. “It’s 
communicating with people as a per-
son. You can’t fake that.”
 In addition to her ROTC responsi-
bilities and studies, Howard, an anthro-
pology major minoring in military sci-
ence, works in the military science lab, 
volunteers often at the Humane Society 
and still fits in activities with her so-
rority, Sigma Kappa. 
Howard admits that it’s a lot for one 
person, but she couldn’t imagine her 
life without ROTC. 
“I know I wouldn’t be half as busy, 





Henderson junior Jessica Howard follows orders during a fi eld drill on WKU’s practice track fi eld. Howard said she didn’t only join for the fi nan-






Henderson junior Jessica Howard’s 
favorite military cadence, which 
she learned at airborne school:
Airborne, airborne all the way,
airborne, airborne every day.
We like it here, we love it here,
we fi nally found a home, a home,
a home away from home.














Senior Laura Igaune, a transfer 
from Latvia competing in the ham-
mer throw, had a throw of 200 feet 
11 inches, which set a new WKU 
and Latvian national record.
The record-setting toss didn’t 
impress Igaune.
“It’s not a big deal,” she said. “I 
broke my own record. I didn’t do 
some amazing job.”
The throw earned praise from 
Jenkins, though.
“Laura’s throw was a personal 
best, and it was a part of a very 
good opening weekend,” he said.
Jenkins said he thinks the off-
weekend for the rest of the team 
should help them in preparing for 
this weekend, which will be the 
fi rst time the whole team is in ac-
tion this outdoor season.
“I think the time gave our kids 
an opportunity to continue to men-
tally prepare,” he said. “It gets us 
in an ‘I’m ready to get it going’ 
mentality.”
Junior Sharika Smith had a dif-
ferent outlook on the lost week-
end. She said the team missed 
out on a valuable opportunity to 
prepare for the 4x1 relay, an event 
exclusive to the outdoor season.
“People needed the meet to 
see what the 4x1 is like,” she said. 
“Now we’re coming into a bigger 
meet without that experience.”
The track and fi eld squads will 
be splitting up to perform at sepa-
rate meets this weekend. Sprint-
ers will join a few jumpers and 
throwers at a meet in Gainesville, 
Fla., and the rest of the teams 
will be competing in Clarksville, 
Tenn.
Jenkins said the teams will be 
up against some tough competi-
tion this weekend, especially in 
Gainesville, where there will be 
several teams ranked in the top 10, 
including Florida, the defending 
national champions.
“All these schools compete at 
an extremely high level,” he said.
Smith, who will be in Gaines-
ville this weekend, said the weath-
er has affected the teams in their 
training for the meet.
“We can’t run how we want to 
when we’re running in the cold,” 
she said. “We’re ready to put the 
work in this weekend, though.”
SPOIL
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
Taggart fi rst met Hamp-
ton during an internship 
with the NFL’s Philadel-
phia Eagles in 2005.
“You know when 
you’re a young guy, and 
you make that one play, 
you feel like you can make 
it again,” Hampton said. 
“Then you make another 
play, and you feel like you 
can make it again. That’s 
where we are trying to get 
to — just building blocks 
every day, and they’re ex-
cited about it. The future 
looks bright.”
Head Coach Willie Tag-
gart said that future is start-
ing to be realized already.
“(Last year) they were 
freshmen,” he said. “They 
didn’t know what col-
lege was like. They didn’t 
know about meetings, go-
ing to class, working out, 
getting up in the morning. 
All that stuff was new to 
them. 
“Now they are getting 
adjusted to them where it’s 
like clockwork. The more 
they can get adjusted to it, 
the better we are going to 
be.”
As the Toppers con-
clude their second week of 
spring practice, Wright said 
he and the other players are 
simply trying to improve as 
much as they can.
“The attitude now is 
we are going to get it as 
a defense and as a team,” 
Wright said. “We aren’t 
letting up on nothing. We 
got their attention last 




A relationship that began in Lambda 
Chi Alpha fraternity more than a year ago 
has worked its way to the Student Govern-
ment Association’s executive branch.
Administrative Vice President Wade 
Pierce will be succeeded next year by 
Devon Hilderbrandt, who is running un-
opposed in next week’s election. Hilder-
brandt has served as Pierce’s co-chair this 
year and is also Pierce’s little brother in 
Lambda Chi.
The two said their relationship began 
during last year’s spring recruitment.
“Me and Wade met, and we clicked 
great,” Hilderbrandt said. “We both had 
the same sense of humor, and we got along 
really well.”
While Hilderbrandt was going through 
his associateship, Lambda Chi’s pledging 
process, Pierce adopted him as his little 
brother.
Pierce said Hilderbrandt approached 
him last spring about how to get involved 
on campus. 
“He didn’t want to be in college and just 
be part of the crowd,” Pierce said.
Pierce encouraged Hilderbrandt to join 
SGA, and at the beginning of the fall se-
mester, he joined and became a part of the 
organizational aid committee, of which 
Pierce is in charge.
Pierce said he tries to be a good big 
brother to Hilderbrandt in any way he can.
“Being a big brother is not only frater-
nal, but it’s everywhere,” Pierce said. “So 
when he joined SGA in my committee, I 
felt it was my duty to help him out.”
Hilderbrandt eventually became 
Pierce’s co-chair on the organizational aid 
committee.
“I watched what he did and how he ran 
it, and I learned a lot,” Hilderbrandt said. 
“I decided I was going to run for AVP, and 
ever since then, Wade’s been behind me 
the whole time for it.”
Kendrick Bryan, who serves on the ex-
ecutive branch with Pierce, said the orga-
nizational aid committee ran smoothly this 
year due in large part to the Lambda Chi 
duo.
“Devon and Wade work quite well to-
gether,” Bryan said. “Wade has been a 
phenomenal AVP, and I think Devon has 
learned a lot under him.”
Pierce said the administrative vice pres-
ident position will be in good hands with 
his little brother next year.
“I am really confi dent in his abilities,” 
Pierce said. “I think he will work really 
good with the (executive) cabinet chosen 
with him.”
Hilderbrandt said he will keep in con-
tact with Pierce after he graduates in May.
“Wade is a great mentor and always was 
able to guide me with any problems that I 
ever had,” Hilderbrandt said. “I know we 
will still remain great friends and brothers.”
SGA elections are scheduled for Tues-
day and Wednesday on TopNet. Students 
can vote for three executive committee po-
sitions, as well as senator positions. Only 




SGA executive passes post to fraternity brother
DOROTHY EDWARDS/HERALD
Bardstown sophomore Devon Hilderbrandt, left, is running unopposed for administrative vice 
president in next week’s SGA elections. Hilderbrandt’s Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity brother, 
Louisville senior Wade Pierce, currently holds the position.
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We’re Moving! 
He got the last out of the seventh and pitched 
a scoreless eighth, but was touched for three runs 
in the ninth before being pulled in favor of Weth-
erell.
Wetherell was able to hold back the rally and 
secure a 6-4 WKU win.
Hammonds, Wetherell and Davis all pitched 
Sunday, but it was a day all three would hope to 
forget.
Hammonds entered to protect a 6-3 WKU 
lead but gave up a three-run home run that tied 
the game in the seventh inning.
He was replaced by Wetherell, who was in 
line for a win after the Toppers took an 8-6 lead 
in the 10th.
But after Wetherell walked the Golden Pan-
thers’ leadoff hitter in the bottom of the inning, 
Finwood called on Davis to shut down the 
game.
Davis had FIU down to its last strike at one 
point, but back-to-back hits gave the home 
team a 9-8 win, handing Davis a blown save 
and the loss.
“Rye’s just not quite clicking,” Finwood said. 
“He’s one good pitch away from good outings, 
and he can’t just seem to quite get there.”
Both Wetherell and Davis made starting ap-
pearances during WKU’s midweek games this 
week.
Wetherell threw four innings, gave up a sin-
gle unearned run and struck out fi ve in a 3-1 loss 
to Louisville Tuesday.
Davis also threw four innings Wednesday in 
a 9-8 loss to Belmont but was less effective, giv-
ing up three runs, four hits and three walks.
All three will be available when WKU (16-9, 
5-1 Sun Belt Conference) makes a road trip to 
play at Arkansas-Little Rock this weekend. The 
series opener is tonight at 6 p.m.
Going into the weekend, Hammonds said he 
still sees Davis as the team’s closer. 
But Hammonds added that no matter what 
roles he, Davis and Wetherell fi ll, the bull-
pen’s goals are always the same.
“The seventh, eighth and ninth, we try 
to shut it down,” Hammonds said. “Throw-




“I was the little sister that 
used to wait for her to come 
home from school because she 
always brought me a T-shirt or 
candy, and I thought that was 
the coolest thing in the world,” 
Brittney Perry said. “I was al-
ways asking, ‘When’s Tyra 
coming home?’”
Tyra Perry said she played 
the usual role of the older sib-
ling, enjoying visits from her 
baby sister as Brittney Perry at-
tended all her games at LSU and 
even many practices.
Brittney Perry joked about 
the “infl uence” those trips cre-
ated growing up, attributing her 
left-handed stance and slap-
hitting style to her older sister’s 
fear of sibling rivalry.
“I was on my right side in 
high school, and she moved 
me to my left, so maybe she 
thought I was going to be better 
than her,” Brittney said with a 
laugh. “I think it had more to do 
with me being fast, though.”
Although the sisters are 13 
years apart, the bond off the 
fi eld has only grown deeper 
with time for the two Zachary, 
La., natives.
“I think because she is more 
of an adult, we have become 
closer,” Tyra Perry said. “I’m 
going to really miss her when 
she graduates because it is nice 
to have family when the rest of 
our family lives so far away.” 
So as the team disperses 
from the fi eld Monday — some 
of the players planning to meet 
in Red Zone and others seeking 
to get away from the constant 
softball — Brittney Perry’s situ-
ation stands alone.
She relaxes from softball 
by spending time with her old-
er sister, who lives nearby in 
Bowling Green.
“When you want to get away 
from ball and school, it’s nice 
to have my sister there to say, 
‘Hey! You want to go to the 
movies or the mall?’” Brittney 
said. “It clears my head.”
Senior Elizabeth Ferrell 
said the relationship differs on 
the fi eld so much that off-fi eld 
interaction is a little strange to 
witness.
“It’s pretty cool actually,” 
she said. “It’s not weird until 
you see Brittney on the phone 
and talking to her like a sister 
instead of her coach. She tells 
you she’s talking to her sister, 
and you’re like, ‘Your sister? 
What?’”
The team does take advan-
tage of the connection’s benefi ts 
though, using Brittney Perry’s 
expertise on the various subtle-
ties of their head coach to help 
ease tension.
“It helps with communica-
tion,” Ferrell said. “She can tell 
us what she’s going to do with-
out asking the coach a lot of 
questions.”
The Lady Toppers, fresh off 
two losses at Lipscomb on Tues-
day, host Sun Belt conference 
foe North Texas this weekend at 
the WKU Softball Complex.
They will play a doublehead-
er Saturday at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. 




WKU senior Brittney Perry has played softball for her sister Tyra Perry, WKU’s head coach, since her freshman 
year of college.  “We have a normal relationship,” Tyra Perry said.
■ SPORTS BRIEF
McNeal done for year 
with knee injury
WKU suffered its fi rst major 
blow of the spring on Wednesday.






will be out for 
the rest of the 
spring and next 
season after suf-
fering a knee in-
jury in what Tag-
gart called a “freak accident” during 
a drill.
“He’s done,” Taggart said. “He 
did everything to his knee. I don’t 
know exactly what it was, but it was 
a lot of those L’s.”
McNeal led the Toppers in receiv-
ing last season with 360 yards and 
was also their primary kick returner. 
He ended the season with 1,408 all-
purpose yards.
WKU was already thin at wide 
receiver this spring after sophomore 
Marcus Vasquez broke his collar-
bone late last season, forcing him to 
miss spring practice.
Although there are still several re-
ceivers on roster, the Toppers are left 
with freshman Jamarielle Brown as 
the only one who caught a pass last 
season. Brown had one reception for 
fi ve yards last year.
“This will get some of these young 
guys a great opportunity to step up 
and make plays,” Taggart said. “If 
somebody goes down, somebody’s 
got to step up. If we do that, we’re 
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FOOTBALL COLUMN: 
Young defensive backs 
refl ect Toppers' future
Question marks have surrounded the Top-
pers’ pitching throughout 2011.
So far, questions asked of WKU’s young 
starting rotation have been answered with posi-
tive results.
Now the question surrounds who will be the 
Toppers’ everyday closer.
It was largely assumed before the season that 
the closer role was solely in the hands of junior 
pitcher Rye Davis, a preseason All-Sun Belt 
Conference selection.
But Davis has gotten off to a slow start this 
season, with a 1-2 record and a 6.63 ERA.
This has opened the door for junior pitch-
ers Ross Hammonds and Phil Wetherell to close 
games.
WKU Head Coach Chris Finwood said 
Monday he’ll turn to whoever he thinks is the 
“best matchup” when looking to close a game.
“They’re perfectly capable of doing it,” Fin-
wood said. “I think their confi dence is lacking a 
little bit right now, and you can’t be pitching at 
the end of a game if you’re not convicted about 
every pitch you throw.”
So far, Hammonds has been the most con-
sistent of the bullpen trio, with a 3.63 ERA and 
just three walks over 12 appearances.
“When you walk guys out of the bullpen in 
the last three innings of a game, you lose,” Fin-
wood said. “But Ross throws strikes and locates 
very well.”
While Hammonds has been throwing well in 
relief, Wetherell said he still considers Davis to 
be the team’s closer and him and Hammonds to 
be the “set-up/long relief guys.”
However, the team’s closer issues surfaced 
last Saturday and Sunday in Miami during the 
Toppers’ league series at Florida International.
Davis got the opportunity to close Saturday 
with WKU leading 3-1 and two outs in the sev-
enth inning.
BASEBALL
Toppers try to fi gure out bullpen situation
 Shutting the door
By BRAD STEPHENS
news@chherald.com
Trust is something sophomore cornerback Tyree 
Robinson said he knows a thing or two about.
It’s what he had in his teammates and his coach 
when he started for the fi rst time, then only a fresh-
man, in front of 40,276 fans at Raymond James Sta-
dium for WKU’s game at South Florida on Sept. 25, 
2010.
Robinson said that trust has also helped produce 
results like the four combined interceptions Robin-
son and two other defensive backs, Arius Wright and 
Kiante Young, earned together last season.
Robinson and Wright were both true freshmen 
corners at the time, while Young was a redshirt fresh-
man safety.
“Every one of us trusts each other in the second-
ary now,” Robinson said Monday. “Everybody is 
going out and playing as a team. When we play as 
one, I feel like we can’t be stopped.
“If I trust you, I’m going to need you to trust me 
back. The trust is there 100 percent. I feel like I know 
what my guy is going to do next to me because he 
got my back, and I got his.”
Starting with the South Florida game, Robinson 
earned a starting spot for the last nine games of the 
2010 season, while Wright started eight of the last 
nine games.
Young notched six starts during the season and 
fi nished sixth on the team in tackles.
With a year of experience under their belts, both 
Robinson and Wright said the secondary is already 
close.
“We are young, but … we all came into this game 
together,” Wright said. “We played off each other 
last year. We all know how each other plays — that’s 
just me, him and all the rest of us making plays. 
“He does something, I know what he’s thinking. 
I do something, he knows what I’m thinking. It feels 
like we are in each other’s heads.”
Because of that experience, new defensive backs 
coach Alonzo Hampton said coming to WKU has 
been an “easy transition” for him.
Hampton, who was previously the defensive 
coordinator at Arkansas-Pine Bluff, joined the Top-
pers in February after former defensive backs coach 
Clayton White left for Connecticut. 
Young leaders in secondary building trust as sophomores
FOOTBALL
JERRY ENGLEHART JR./HERALD
Sophomore defensive back Arius Wright practices at Houchens-Smith Sta-
dium on Wednesday. Wright started at cornerback with then-freshman Tyree 
Robinson for the fi rst time against South Florida last season, and the two went 




The weather in Illinois may have offset 
the plans of most of the WKU track and fi eld 
teams last weekend, but a last-second move 
that put some of the team in competition 
salvaged the day and even 
helped break a record in an-
other country.
 Last weekend, the teams 
were scheduled to compete 
in a meet at Southern Illi-
nois-Edwardsville.  Howev-
er, poor weather conditions 
caused the meet to be can-
celed early Friday morning.
“When the meet was can-
celed, we started looking for 
meets in the area that could let us compete 
that late,” Head Coach Erik Jenkins said. 
“Vanderbilt was gracious enough to let us in.”
While only the throwers were able to com-
pete at Vanderbilt, they made the most out of 







SEE SPOIL, PAGE 6
JABIN E. BOTSFORD/HERALD
WKU junior Rye Davis throws a pitch during the Toppers’ game against Belmont at Nick Denes Field on Wednesday evening. WKU lost 
9-8 in extra innings.
SEE BULLPEN, PAGE 7
JENKINS
SEE LEADERS, PAGE 6
The Lady Toppers gather in a quiet huddle 
Monday as Head Coach Tyra Perry rehashes 
practice.
After some last-minute instruction and a 
round of nurturing praises, she concludes the 
day’s work as the team breaks the huddle with 
a cheer of “Western!”
This season marks Perry’s fourth at WKU 
(18-15, 1-5 Sun Belt Conference) and her fi rst 
year with a team solely comprised of her own 
recruits. 
But senior Brittney Perry’s relationship 
with the head coach runs a bit deeper than her 
four years on the Hill — since birth, actually.
The two are sisters. 
Brittney Perry was raised in the same 
home as her sister, but when she was 5 years 
old, Tyra Perry left for Louisiana State Uni-
versity to play softball about an hour and a 
half away in Baton Rouge, La.
Perry sisters 





SEE PERRY, PAGE 7
I think their confi dence is 
lacking a little bit right now, 
and you can't be pitch-
ing at the end of a game if 
you're not convicted about 
every pitch you throw."
—CHRIS FINWOOD
Head coach
